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piled raft foundation design example

Designing a reliable foundation is crucial for ensuring the stability and longevity of any structure.
Among various foundation types, the piled raft foundation combines the benefits of both pile and raft
systems, making it suitable for challenging soil conditions and heavy loads. This article presents a
comprehensive piled raft foundation design example, guiding you through the process with detailed
steps, calculations, and considerations to help engineers and students understand this complex yet
effective foundation solution.

Introduction to Piled Raft Foundations
What is a Piled Raft Foundation?

A piled raft foundation is a hybrid system that integrates a reinforced concrete raft (mat) with deep
piles. The raft distributes the load horizontally across the surface, while the piles transfer the load
vertically to deeper, more stable soil layers. This combination reduces settlement, enhances
load-bearing capacity, and minimizes differential settlement.

Advantages of Piled Raft Foundations
- Suitable for weak or compressible soils
- Reduces overall foundation cost compared to pile-only solutions
- Minimizes differential settlements

- Allows for larger spans and heavier loads
- Flexibility in design to accommodate complex load patterns

Design Parameters and Site Conditions
Typical Site Conditions
For our example, assume:

- Building load: 2000 kN per column

- Number of columns: 4
- Spacing between columns: 6 m x 6 m grid
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- Soll profile:
- Topsoil: 1.0 m, cohesive, soft

- Clayey silt: 4.0 m, compressible
- Dense sandy gravel: below 5.0 m, stable

Material Properties

- Soil parameters:

- Unit weight of soil, ? = 20 kN/m?3
- Allowable bearing capacity of the dense gravel, gallow = 150 kPa

- Structural materials:

- Concrete: fc' = 25 MPa
- Reinforcement: Tension Steel as per design codes

Step 1: Load Calculation
Total Load on the Foundation
Calculate the total load based on the column load:
- Load per column: 2000 kN
- Total load for four columns: 4 x 2000 kN = 8000 kN
- Additional loads (e.g., superstructure, dead loads, live loads): assume an additional 20%,
totaling approximately 9600 kN.

Load Distribution

The load will be distributed across the raft and piles. The design aims to transfer a significant portion
of the load to the piles while the raft handles the remaining load.

Step 2: Foundation Geometry and Layout
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Designing the Raft

- Assume a square raft covering the entire footprint, 6 m x 6 m, aligning with the column spacing.
- Thickness of the raft (tr): to be determined based on bending and shear calculations, typically
0.5 to 1.0 m for such loads.
Pile Layout and Specifications
- Number of piles: 4 (one under each column)
- Pile diameter: 0.6 m (standard for this load)

- Pile length: 12 m, extending below the soft soil into the dense layer
- Pile spacing: 2.4 m center-to-center to avoid group effects and ensure load sharing

Step 3: Structural Design of the Raft
Calculating Bending Moments and Shear Forces
- Use simplified methods such as the equivalent uniformly distributed load (UDL) approach.
- Total load per unit area: 9600 kN / 36 m2 ? 267 kPa.
- Design for a moment considering the maximum bending at the center of the raft:
\( M_{max} = \frac{q \times L"2}8} \)
where:
-\(g\) =load per unit area
-\(L\) =span (6 m)
\( M_{max} = \frac{267 \times 6”28} = \frac{267 \times 36}{8} = 1197.75\, \text{kNm}\)
- Reinforcement and thickness are then designed to resist this moment with adequate safety

factors.

Raft Thickness and Reinforcement
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- Thickness: approximately 0.75 m based on bending and shear checks.
- Reinforcement: provided as top and bottom reinforcement to resist bending moments, following
code provisions (e.g., TMT bars of 16 mm diameter spaced at 150 mm centers).

Step 4: Pile Design
Designing Piles for Load Transfer
- Pile capacity:
- Axial capacity: \( Q_{p} = q_{allow} \times A_{pile}\)
- Cross-sectional area of pile \( A_{pile} = \frac{\pi{4} \times d"2 = \frac{\pi{4} \times (0.6)"2

\approx 0.283\, \text{m}*2\)
-\( Q_{p} = 150\, \text{kPa} \times 0.283\, \text{m}*2 \approx 42.45\, \text{kN} \)

- Since the pile capacity seems low for the total load, multiple piles or larger diameter piles are
necessary.
- To handle 9600 kN, with 4 piles:

\(Q_{pile} = 9600\, \text{kN} / 4 = 2400\, \text{kN} \)

- Pile capacity per pile:
\( g_{allow} \times A_{pile} = 2400\, \text{kN}\)

\( A_{pile} = \frac{2400}{150} = 16\, \text{m}*2 )

- Pile diameter:
\( d =\sgrt{\frac{4 \times A_{pile}{\pi}} = \sqgrt{\frac{4 \times 16}{\pi}} \approx 4.52\, \text{m} \)

- Since such large diameter piles are impractical, pile groups or pile reinforcement methods are
employed, or piles are extended to deeper layers with higher capacity.

Design Considerations for Pile Group
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- Use a group of smaller piles (e.g., 0.6 m diameter) in a group configuration.
- Pile group capacity is the sum of individual pile capacities plus interaction effects.
- Pile spacing should be at least 3 times the diameter to minimize group effects.

Step 5: Soil and Pile Interaction
Assessing Settlement
- Calculate the settlement of the soft upper layers under the combined load using consolidation
theory.
- Ensure total settlement is within permissible limits (e.g., 25-50 mm).
Pile Group Settlement

- Piles reduce settlement by transferring load to deeper, more stable strata.
- Pile load capacity is verified against axial load and settlement criteria.

Step 6: Safety and Code Compliance
Applying Design Codes
- Follow local standards such as Eurocode 7, British Standards (BS 8004), or American codes

(ACI, AASHTO).
- Ensure factors of safety are incorporated:

- Ultimate limit state (ULS)
- Serviceability limit state (SLS)
Additional Checks
- Check for overturning, sliding, and punching shear.
- Verify pile capacity against uplift and lateral loads.

- Ensure durability and corrosion protection for piles.

Conclusion and Summary
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Designing a piled raft foundation requires a detailed understanding of soil properties, structural
mechanics, and load transfer mechanisms. The example provided illustrates the process from site
assessment and load calculation to structural design and safety checks. While simplified for clarity,
actual projects involve complex analysis, often supported by finite element modeling and
site-specific testing. Proper design ensures that the foundation performs safely and efficiently,
supporting the structure's longevity.

Key Takeaways:

- The combined system of piles and raft optimizes load distribution.

- Accurate soil investigation is vital for selecting appropriate pile types and lengths.

- Structural reinforcement and geometry are designed based on calculated moments and shear
forces.

- Safety factors and code compliance are mandatory for all foundation designs.

- Continuous monitoring and testing during construction help verify assumptions and ensure
safety.

By understanding the
Piled Raft Foundation Design Example: An In-Depth Investigation
Introduction

Foundation design is a critical aspect of structural engineering, ensuring that buildings and
infrastructures can safely transfer loads to the ground without excessive settlement or failure.
Among various foundation systems, the piled raft foundation has emerged as an efficient solution for
complex geotechnical conditions, particularly where high loads and weak or variable soils coexist.
This long-form article explores a comprehensive piled raft foundation design example, providing
insights into the methodology, key considerations, and practical applications relevant to engineers,
researchers, and review professionals.

Understanding Piled Raft Foundations

Definition and Concept

A piled raft foundation combines the features of a reinforced concrete raft and a system of piles. The
raft acts as a horizontal load-distributing element, minimizing differential settlement, while piles

transfer loads to deeper, more competent strata. This hybrid system optimizes load sharing, reduces
foundation size, and mitigates settlement issues.
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Advantages of Piled Raft Foundations

- Enhanced load distribution

- Reduced differential settlement

- Better performance in weak or variable soils

- Cost-effective compared to deep pile-only or mat-only foundations
- Flexibility to accommodate differential settlements

Geotechnical and Structural Considerations in Design

Before proceeding with the design example, it's essential to understand the primary factors
influencing a piled raft foundation:

- Soil Properties: Bearing capacity, compressibility, consolidation characteristics, and layering
- Load Characteristics: Dead loads, live loads, imposed loads, and dynamic forces

- Structural Requirements: Building dimensions, load distribution, and serviceability criteria

- Environmental Factors: Water table level, potential scour, and seismic activity

A meticulous geotechnical investigation forms the backbone of the design process, informing
parameters such as ultimate bearing capacity, settlement predictions, and pile capacity.

Design Example: Project Overview

Suppose a mid-rise office building with the following specifications:

- Building Dimensions: 40 m (length) x 20 m (width)

- Total Dead Load: 2,500 kN

- Live Load: 1,200 kN

- Superimposed Loads: Equipment, partitions, etc., totaling 300 kN
- Total Service Load: Approximately 4,000 kN

The site is characterized by:

- Soil Profile (from borehole data):

- Topsoil: 2 m of clayey silt with low strength

- Soft clay layer: 8 m of soft clay with low bearing capacity
- Firm clay/Clayey silt: 10 m of more competent material
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- Underlying dense sand/gravel: beyond 20 m, with high bearing capacity

Objective: Design a piled raft foundation capable of supporting the loads safely with minimal
settlement, considering the soil conditions.

Step 1: Geotechnical Analysis
- Determine the ultimate bearing capacity of the soil layers via standard methods such as
Terzaghi?s or Meyerhof?s equations.
- Estimate settlements using consolidation theory and empirical correlations.
- Select pile type: Based on soil conditions, driven or bored piles of reinforced concrete are
considered.
Sample Geotechnical Data:
| Layer | Thickness (m) | Material | Allowable Bearing Capacity (kPa) | Notes |
R R oo oo |
| Topsoil | 2 | Clayey silt | 50 | Low strength, non-structural fill |
| Soft clay | 8 | Soft clay | 25 | Significant consolidation potential |
| Firm clay | 10 | Dense clay | 150 | Good capacity |
| Dense sand | >20 | Gravelly sand | 300 | Strong bearing layer |
Step 2: Load Distribution and Foundation Type Selection
Given the load and soil profile, a piled raft is advantageous:
- The raft will span the entire footprint, distributing loads evenly.
- Piles will transfer the majority of the load to the competent sand layer.

- The combined system reduces overall settlement and differential movement.

Step 3: Structural Design of the Raft

- Size of the Raft: Determined based on load distribution, typically slightly larger than the building
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footprint to ensure adequate load transfer.
- Thickness of the Raft: Usually in the range of 0.8 to 1.2 m, depending on the load and span.
- Reinforcement: Distributed reinforcement for bending and shear, with considerations for crack
control and durability.
Suppose:
- Raft dimensions: 42 m x 22 m
- Thickness: 1.0 m
- Reinforcement: Designed per codes, with steel areas calculated for bending and shear.
Step 4: Pile Design
Pile Type: Bored cast-in-place piles with diameter 0.6 m
Number of Piles:
- Pile spacing: Typically 2 to 3 times the diameter (e.g., 1.2 mto 1.8 m)
- Pile layout: Grid pattern for uniform load sharing

- For example, using 20 piles arranged in a grid of 4 x 5

Pile Capacity:

- Using skin friction and end bearing:

\[

Q_{pile} = Q_{skin} + Q_{end}

\
- \(Q_{skin}\): friction along the pile shaft
- \(Q_{end}\): end bearing capacity

Suppose:
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- Skin friction \(f_s\): 50 kPa
- Pile length in competent layer: 8 m (through soft clay to firm clay)
- End bearing \(q_{end}\): 1500 kPa

Calculations:

\[

Q_{skin} = \pi \times d \times L \times f_s = \pi \times 0.6 \times 8 \times 50 \approx 753.98\,
\text{kN}

\
\[

Q_{end} = \pi \times \left(\frac{d}{2}\right)"2 \times q_{end} = \pi \times 0.3"2 \times 1500 \approx
4241\, \text{kN}

\

Total pile capacity:

\[

Q_{pile} \approx 753.98 + 4241 \approx 4995\, \text{kN}

\

Factor of safety (FOS):

\[

Q_{allow} = \frac{Q_{pile}{FOS} = \frac{4995}3} \approx 1665\, \text{kN}
\

Since the total load is 4,000 kN, and the pile group capacity is 20 piles x 1665 kN = 33,300 kN, the
group capacity is sufficient with ample safety margin.

Step 5: Load Distribution and Settlement Analysis
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- The raft distributes approximately 60% of the load to piles and 40% directly to the soil.
- Using elastic theory and settlement formulas, the expected settlement can be estimated:

- Raft settlement: Based on soil compressibility
- Pile head settlement: Usually minimal if piles are properly designed

Suppose the predicted total settlement is around 25 mm, which is within acceptable limits for
serviceability.

Step 6: Final Design and Detailing

- Reinforcement details: Top and bottom reinforcement for the raft, additional reinforcement
around piles.

- Pile reinforcement: Cage design to withstand axial loads and lateral forces.

- Construction considerations: Pile installation method, waterproofing, and quality control.

Thorough Review and Validation

The example above demonstrates the step-by-step process for designing a piled raft foundation.
Critical to this process are:

- Rigorous geotechnical investigations

- Accurate load estimations

- Proper selection of pile type, size, and layout

- Structural analysis incorporating safety and serviceability criteria
- Empirical and code-based validations

Innovations and Challenges in Piled Raft Design

Recent advances include the use of finite element modeling to analyze complex soil-structure
interactions, incorporating non-linear behavior and time-dependent settlement. Challenges remain in
optimizing pile layouts for cost efficiency and environmental sustainability, as well as in designing for
seismic resilience.

Conclusion

The piled raft foundation design example presented herein exemplifies an integrated approach
combining geotechnical insights, structural engineering principles, and practical constraints. It
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underscores the importance of thorough site investigation, careful load analysis, and strategic
system selection for ensuring safe, efficient, and durable foundations. As urban development
pushes into challenging terrains, the piled raft system offers a versatile and reliable solution,
provided its design is grounded in meticulous analysis and adherence to best practices.
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Disclaimer: The presented design example is simplified for illustrative purposes. Real-world projects
require detailed site investigations, tailored calculations, and compliance with local codes and
standards.

QuestionAnswer What are the key steps involved in designing a piled raft foundation for a
high-rise building? The key steps include site investigation and soil testing, determining the load
requirements, performing geotechnical analysis to assess soil bearing capacity, designing the pile
layout and size, calculating the raft thickness, and verifying the overall stability and settlement
criteria through structural analysis. How does the interaction between piles and raft influence the
overall foundation performance? The interaction allows for load sharing between the piles and the
raft, reducing settlement and enhancing stability. Proper design ensures that the piles take the
majority of the load in weaker soils, while the raft distributes the load evenly, minimizing differential
settlements and improving the foundation's efficiency. What are common design considerations for a
piled raft foundation in soft clay soils? Design considerations include ensuring adequate pile
capacity to support loads, controlling settlements within permissible limits, accounting for
soil-structure interaction, selecting appropriate pile spacing and length, and incorporating measures
to mitigate differential settlements caused by soft clay variability. Can you provide a simplified
example calculation for the load distribution in a piled raft foundation? A simplified example involves
calculating the total load, estimating the pile capacity based on soil properties, and then distributing
the load proportionally between the piles and the raft based on their respective stiffness. For
instance, if the total load is 1000 kN, with piles capable of supporting 700 kN collectively, then
approximately 70% of the load is supported by piles, and 30% by the raft, with detailed calculations
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refined using geotechnical data. What are the advantages of using a piled raft foundation over
traditional isolated pile or raft foundations? Piled raft foundations provide better load distribution,
reduce overall foundation height, minimize differential settlements, enhance stability in weak or
variable soils, and often result in cost savings through optimized use of piles and reduced material
usage compared to separate pile or raft systems.

Related keywords: piled raft foundation, foundation design, structural engineering, load analysis,
soil bearing capacity, foundation reinforcement, foundation load transfer, geotechnical analysis,
foundation design example, combined footing



