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available bursaries for mathematical literacy for 2014 have been a crucial resource for students
seeking financial assistance to pursue their education in mathematics-related fields. For many
learners, especially those who struggle with traditional mathematics but excel in mathematical
literacy, securing a bursary can be the difference between continuing their studies or dropping out
due to financial constraints. In 2014, numerous organizations, government departments, and private
foundations offered bursaries aimed at supporting students with a focus on mathematical literacy,
recognizing its importance in equipping learners with essential life skills and fostering numeracy
competence in society. This article explores the various bursary opportunities available in 2014, their
eligibility criteria, application processes, and tips on how to maximize your chances of securing
funding.

Understanding Mathematical Literacy and Its Importance

Mathematical literacy differs from traditional mathematics in that it emphasizes practical applications
of mathematical concepts in everyday life, problem-solving, and decision-making. It equips learners
with skills necessary to interpret data, manage personal finances, understand statistical information,
and make informed choices. Recognizing this, many bursaries targeted students who demonstrated
proficiency or potential in mathematical literacy, aiming to promote numeracy in communities and
empower individuals with essential skills for the modern world.

Bursaries Specifically Targeted at Mathematical Literacy Students

While many bursaries are available for students pursuing degrees in mathematics, engineering, or
related fields, some are specifically geared toward learners with strengths in mathematical literacy or
those enrolled in programs that emphasize this subject area. These bursaries often aim to
encourage learners to develop their numeracy skills and pursue careers that require mathematical
competence.

Key Bursaries Available in 2014
Below is an overview of some of the notable bursaries available for mathematical literacy students in

2014:

- Department of Basic Education Bursaries
- National Student Financial Aid Scheme (NSFAS)
- South African Qualifications Authority (SAQA) Bursaries
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- Private Sector and NGO Bursaries
- University-Specific Bursaries

Each of these bursaries has specific eligibility requirements, application deadlines, and funding
amounts. Let?s explore each in detail.

Government Bursaries and Financial Aid Programs
Department of Basic Education Bursaries

The Department of Basic Education (DBE) in South Africa has historically offered bursaries to
learners who excel in core subjects, including mathematical literacy, especially those from
disadvantaged backgrounds. These bursaries often cover tuition fees, textbooks, and sometimes
accommodation.

Eligibility Criteria:

- South African citizen

- Enrolled in a recognized secondary school with a focus on mathematical literacy
- Demonstrated academic potential or financial need

- Performance in mathematics/mathematical literacy subjects

Application Process:
- Applications generally open early in the year (around January?March)
- Applicants must submit academic transcripts, proof of enroliment, and a motivation letter
- Applications are submitted via schools or directly to the department?s regional offices

National Student Financial Aid Scheme (NSFAS)

NSFAS plays a vital role in providing financial support to South African students pursuing higher
education, including those enrolled in courses emphasizing mathematical literacy.

Eligibility Criteria:
- Proven financial need

- Admission to a registered institution
- Academic merit, particularly in relevant subjects
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Application Process:

- Applications open in the first quarter of each year
- Applicants need to complete an online or paper application form
- Submission of supporting documents such as ID, proof of income, and academic results

Private Sector and NGO Bursaries

Many private companies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) recognized the importance of
numeracy and mathematical literacy, especially in promoting education equality and skills
development.

Examples of Private Sector Bursaries in 2014

- Standard Bank Bursaries: Focused on students pursuing finance, accounting, and
mathematics-related fields, including mathematical literacy.

- Sasol Bursaries: Supported students in science, engineering, and mathematics, with some
funding accessible to those emphasizing mathematical literacy.

- Old Mutual Education Trust: Offered bursaries for students in financial literacy, accounting, and
mathematics disciplines.

Application Tips:
- Visit the official websites of these organizations for specific application guidelines

- Prepare academic transcripts, ID copies, motivation letters, and proof of financial need
- Apply early, as these bursaries tend to have competitive selection processes

University-Specific Bursaries for Mathematical Literacy Students

Many universities in South Africa offered bursaries to students enrolled in programs that included
mathematical literacy or related courses in 2014.

Examples of University Bursaries
- University of Cape Town (UCT): Offered bursaries for students in education, sciences, or

mathematics-based programs, including those emphasizing mathematical literacy.
- University of Pretoria: Provided financial aid to students with good academic records, especially
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in mathematics and sciences.
- University of Johannesburg: Bursaries aimed at supporting students from underprivileged
backgrounds studying education or related fields.

Application Process:

- Usually require a completed application form, academic records, and proof of financial need

- Some universities offered dedicated scholarships for mathematical literacy teachers or
education students

- Deadlines varied but typically fell between March and June

Additional Tips for Securing a Bursary in 2014

Applying for bursaries can be competitive, and securing funding requires preparation and strategic
planning. Here are some tips to improve your chances:

- Start Early: Keep track of application deadlines and prepare necessary documents in advance.

- Maintain Good Academic Records: Many bursaries prioritize academic merit, especially in
relevant subjects.

- Demonstrate Financial Need: Provide accurate proof of income or financial hardship to
support your application.

- Write a Compelling Motivation Letter: Clearly articulate your goals, interest in mathematical
literacy, and how the bursary will help achieve your ambitions.

- Research Extensively: Explore all available options, including lesser-known bursaries and
community-based funding.

- Seek Support from Your School or Educational Institutions: Counselors and teachers can
assist with application processes and recommend suitable bursaries.

Conclusion

The year 2014 saw a diverse array of bursaries aimed at supporting students interested in
mathematical literacy. Whether through government programs, private sector initiatives, NGOs, or
university-specific funding, there were numerous opportunities to access financial assistance. For
students eager to develop their numeracy skills and pursue careers that require mathematical
literacy, these bursaries provided essential support to overcome financial barriers. By understanding
the eligibility criteria, application processes, and planning ahead, applicants in 2014 could maximize
their chances of securing funding and advancing their educational journeys. If you are looking for
similar opportunities today, always check the latest information, as bursary offerings and criteria can
evolve to meet current educational needs and economic conditions.
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Available Bursaries for Mathematical Literacy in 2014: An In-Depth Review

In 2014, numerous bursaries and financial aid opportunities were available for students pursuing
studies related to Mathematical Literacy, a subject increasingly recognized for its practical
application in everyday life, social sciences, and various vocational fields. For many students,
especially those from disadvantaged backgrounds, securing a bursary could mean the difference
between continuing their education or dropping out due to financial constraints. This article provides
a comprehensive overview of the bursary landscape for Mathematical Literacy in 2014, examining
the key providers, eligibility criteria, application processes, and strategic insights to maximize
funding opportunities.

Understanding the Significance of Bursaries for Mathematical
Literacy

Mathematical Literacy, as a subject, emphasizes real-world problem solving, critical thinking, and
practical numeracy skills. While it might not attract the same level of attention as pure mathematics
or sciences, it remains a vital component of curricula in many educational systems, especially in
South Africa, where it aligns with the country's developmental goals to improve numeracy and
financial literacy among youth.

Bursaries dedicated to Mathematical Literacy tend to be part of broader funding initiatives aimed at
encouraging students to pursue vocational, technical, and social science disciplines. These
bursaries are designed to alleviate financial barriers, promote equitable access to education, and
develop a skilled workforce capable of meeting national development objectives.

Major Bursary Providers in 2014 for Mathematical Literacy
Several key organizations and institutions offered bursaries for students studying Mathematical

Literacy in 2014. These can be broadly categorized into government agencies, private corporations,
non-profit organizations, and educational institutions.

1. Government Departments and Agencies

a) National Department of Education (DoE):

The DoE allocated bursaries primarily targeting students from historically disadvantaged
backgrounds. While their focus was often on broader education fields, some provincial departments

included Mathematical Literacy in their funding programs.

b) National Student Financial Aid Scheme (NSFAS):



Samf 12th Edition Pdf Reference Vol. 2021, Issue 10

NSFAS is a pivotal body responsible for providing financial aid to students in South Africa. In 2014,
NSFAS provided loans and bursaries that could be used for courses including Mathematical
Literacy, especially when embedded within approved curricula.

c) Sector Education and Training Authorities (SETAS):

SETASs, such as the Finance, Accounting, Banking, and Tertiary Education SETA (FASSET), offered
bursaries aimed at vocational fields that often integrate Mathematical Literacy skills.

2. Corporate and Private Sector Bursaries
a) Eskom Bursaries:

Eskom, the South African power utility, funded bursaries for students in engineering, accounting,
and technology-related fields, often including Mathematical Literacy as part of foundational courses.

b) Standard Bank and Other Financial Institutions:

Standard Bank?s bursary programs targeted students in finance, banking, and related disciplines,
with some provisions for Mathematical Literacy as part of their numeracy and financial
understanding components.

¢) Mining and Engineering Companies:

Companies such as Anglo American and Sasol offered bursaries supporting students in technical
disciplines, with Mathematical Literacy being a key subject for many vocational tracks.

3. Non-Governmental and Non-Profit Organizations
a) The South African Mathematical Foundation (SAMF):

SAMF promoted mathematics and numeracy education and provided scholarships and bursaries to
promising students in mathematics and Mathematical Literacy.

b) The Nelson Mandela Foundation:

While primarily focusing on leadership and social development, the foundation occasionally
supported educational initiatives that included funding for students in numeracy-related subjects.

c) Various NGO-led Initiatives:
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Numerous NGOs, often in partnership with corporate sponsors, offered bursaries or scholarships
aimed at improving numeracy skills in underprivileged communities.

Eligibility Criteria and Application Processes in 2014

Understanding eligibility and application procedures is crucial for prospective applicants. While
criteria varied across providers, several common themes emerged.

Eligibility Requirements

- Academic Performance:
Most bursaries required applicants to have completed secondary education with a minimum pass
mark, often including a specific score in Mathematical Literacy or related subjects.

- Enrollment Status:
Applicants generally needed to be enrolled or accepted at an accredited tertiary institution for a
program that included Mathematical Literacy as a core or elective subject.

- Financial Need:
Many bursaries prioritized students from low-income families or those demonstrating financial
hardship.

- Citizenship and Residency:
South African citizens or legal residents were typically eligible, with some bursaries targeting specific
provinces or communities.

- Field of Study:

The bursary had to be relevant to Mathematical Literacy, such as education, social sciences,
finance, engineering, or vocational courses.

Application Procedures



Samf 12th Edition Pdf Reference Vol. 2021, Issue 10

- Documentation:
Applicants were required to submit academic transcripts, identification documents, proof of
enrollment, and sometimes a motivation letter explaining their interest and financial situation.

- Application Deadlines:
Most applications opened early in the year, with deadlines ranging from March to June 2014. Late
applications were generally not considered.

- Selection Process:
Applicants underwent a review process involving academic merit, financial need assessment, and
sometimes interviews or additional testing.

- Notification and Acceptance:

Successful candidates were notified via official communication channels, and bursary agreements
were signed to formalize the funding arrangements.

Strategies for Securing a Bursary in 2014

Given the competitive nature of bursary awards, students needed to adopt strategic approaches:
- Start Early:

Research bursaries well before application deadlines, gathering all necessary documents and

preparing compelling motivation letters.

- Meet All Criteria:

Ensure eligibility requirements are fully met before applying to avoid disqualification.

- Highlight Financial Need and Academic Merit:
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Bursaries often target students demonstrating both need and potential, so clearly articulating these
aspects can improve chances.

- Seek Support and Guidance:
Consult school counselors, university financial aid offices, or community organizations for advice
and assistance.

- Leverage Multiple Opportunities:
Apply to several bursaries simultaneously to increase the likelihood of securing funding.

Impact and Significance of Bursaries for Mathematical Literacy in
2014

Bursaries dedicated to Mathematical Literacy in 2014 played a critical role in shaping the
educational trajectories of many students. They provided not only financial relief but also motivation
and recognition, encouraging learners to pursue further education and careers in fields that require

numeracy skills.

These bursaries contributed to several broader goals:

- Enhancing Numeracy Skills:
By supporting students in Mathematical Literacy, these initiatives aimed to improve general
numeracy levels in society.

- Promoting Equity:

Bursaries targeted disadvantaged communities, helping bridge the gap in educational access.

- Supporting Vocational and Technical Education:

Funding for vocational courses helped align education with labor market needs, fostering practical
skills development.
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- Encouraging Continued Education:
Financial aid reduced dropout rates and promoted lifelong learning.

Conclusion: Navigating the Bursary Landscape for 2014

While the availability of bursaries for Mathematical Literacy in 2014 was promising, navigating the
application process required diligence, preparation, and strategic planning. Prospective students
had to be proactive in identifying opportunities, meeting eligibility criteria, and submitting compelling
applications.

The landscape highlighted the collaborative efforts of government, private sector, and non-profit
organizations to promote numeracy and support education. These initiatives not only provided
immediate financial relief but also contributed to the broader national goal of developing a skilled,
numerate workforce capable of driving socio-economic development.

For students considering future applications, the 2014 bursary experience underscores the
importance of early planning, thorough understanding of eligibility, and leveraging multiple funding
sources to achieve educational aspirations.

Note: While this review focuses on the 2014 bursary landscape, many of these organizations and
principles continue to influence funding opportunities today. Students are encouraged to stay
informed about current programs, as the commitment to supporting Mathematical Literacy remains
vital for individual and national development.

QuestionAnswer What bursaries were available for Mathematical Literacy students in 20147 In
2014, several bursaries targeted students pursuing Mathematical Literacy, including
government-sponsored programs, university scholarships, and private sector bursaries aimed at
supporting students in mathematics-related fields. How can | find bursaries for Mathematical
Literacy in 20147 You could search through university funding portals, government education
departments, and scholarship databases that listed bursaries available for Mathematical Literacy
students in 2014. Were there specific bursaries for Mathematical Literacy students from
disadvantaged backgrounds in 20147 Yes, many bursaries in 2014 focused on supporting students
from disadvantaged backgrounds, encouraging their pursuit of Mathematical Literacy and related
fields. Did universities offer bursaries for Mathematical Literacy students in 20147 Several
universities provided bursaries for students studying Mathematical Literacy in 2014, often based on
academic merit and financial need. Were there private sector bursaries available for Mathematical
Literacy in 20147? Yes, private companies and non-profit organizations offered bursaries in 2014 to
promote mathematical skills and support students pursuing Mathematical Literacy. What criteria
were used to qualify for Mathematical Literacy bursaries in 20147? Eligibility criteria typically included
academic performance, financial need, and sometimes community involvement or specific
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demographic requirements. How did students apply for Mathematical Literacy bursaries in 20147
Students usually had to submit application forms along with supporting documents such as
academic transcripts, proof of income, and motivational letters by designated deadlines. Are there
any online resources to find 2014 bursary information for Mathematical Literacy? Yes, archived
websites of education departments, scholarship portals, and university financial aid pages from 2014
contain information about available bursaries for Mathematical Literacy students. Did the availability
of bursaries for Mathematical Literacy increase or decrease after 20147 While trends varied, many
bursary programs expanded after 2014 to encourage more students to pursue Mathematical
Literacy, though funding levels depended on economic and policy factors.
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